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While most of you have had Macs for some time, others have gotten their 

first Mac over the Holidays. To those readers I say, welcome aboard. You 

have picked a good and reliable computer for your work, school, and even 

play. This article will be dedicated to those persons who have gotten a new Mac, 

but are unsure how to get the most out of it. 
If you're coming from a Windows computer, their are some things that you should know. For one, there is no Start Button. All of your programs, documents, pictures, music files, etc. are located in a window called The Finder. It will be the place where you'll find yourself using most of the time. The Finder is just like the Start button but better organized for Mac users to get stuff done quickly. 
On each window (upper left corner) are three buttons - red, yellow, and green. The  red button is the temporary close option, the yellow is the minimize, and the green is the maximize option. But unlike Windows, the close button does not take the app from memory. In order for a Mac app to close properly, you must use the [Command-Q] combination. 

Like Windows, the Mac has a way for the user to jump from one program to another by using the [Control][Tab] key combination. At the bottom of the screen are icons. This area is called The Dock and is a place where a user can drag and drop application icons and Folders on to the Dock for quicker access. 

The Mac also has a way for you to customize it. While Windows has the Control Panel, the Mac has an area called System Preferences. To get there, click on the black Apple icon in the upper-left corner and then select System Preferences. Most of the options are self explanatory. So just go in to each one and see what they do.

Finally, installing programs on the Mac are like Windows. Each program has an installation procedure that the user has to go through. To uninstall a program, just drag it to the trashcan icon in the lower-right of the screen.

